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Chair Introduction

Greetings delegates! We are Charlie Lam, a Y12 student at Island School, and Kristen
Poon, a F5 student at St Paul’s Co-educational College.

Welcome to the International Court of Justice.

The ICJ is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations, and has been
operating since 1946. Acting in accordance with international law, the ICJ serves to
settle bilateral disputes and give advisory opinions on other UN organs. The rulings
and opinions of the ICJ are the primary sources of international law, so Judges have
the responsibility of coming to well grounded conclusions.

In RENMUN, the ICJ is a council geared towards experienced delegates, so Judges
will be expected to consider international treaties, legal precedents and evidence
packets presented by both the Applicant and Respondent. Further, the ICJ is a very
debate-driven committee. Judges, Applicants and Respondents should defend their
case to the best of their ability, while critically evaluating contrasting perspectives
and arguments.

That being said, we are extremely excited to hear your ideas about the topics. We
hope that this experience will not only improve your MUN skills, but increase your
knowledge of global politics and events. If you have any questions or uncertainties,
please do not hesitate to contact either of us! Looking forward to two days of fruitful
debate and productive discussions!

Cheers,
Charlie Lam & Kristen Poon

charlie.lam@online.island.edu.hk | sp20176571@spcc.edu.hk

mailto:charlie.lam@online.island.edu.hk
mailto:sp20176571@spcc.edu.hk


Procedure Overview

- Presentation of case
The Presidency presents the case to the court by reading out the stipulations.

- Opening speeches
A 1 minute speech is made by all participants, detailing their background,
stance, and solution to the case.

- Presentation of memoirs
The Applicant and Respondent present their evidence packet to support their
stance. This is followed by the Judges’ questioning in the form of POIs.

- Unmoderated caucus
Judges discuss their ideas on the case. At the same time, the Applicant and
Respondent writes charges.

- Deliberation
Judges re-examine the arguments and evidence presented, deliberate and
form a verdict. Applicants, Respondents and Judges will make speeches
debating on each charge.

- Judgement
The verdict is read in full to the advocates and the case closes.



Application of the International Convention for the
Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism and of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination (Ukraine v. Russian
Federation)

In 1999, the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of
Terrorism (ICSFT) was created by the United Nations to criminalize acts of financing
terrorism. This treaty promotes police and judicial cooperation to investigate and
punish the financing of such acts and has been ratified by 188 states as of October
2018.

As for the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (ICERD) taking effect since 1969, it is used as a third-generation
human rights instrument to help eliminate racial discrimination and promote
understanding among all races. The Convention also requires its parties to outlaw
hate speech and criminalize membership in racist organizations.

On 16 January 2017, Ukraine applied for institutional proceedings against Russia for
violating the ICSFT and the ICERD by funding terrorist activities and discriminating
against Crimean tartar and ethnic Ukrainian communities in Crimea, an area
formally annexed by Russia in 2014. Russia responded that its actions are justified
and not a violation of the two conventions.

Key Terms

Term Definition

Terrorism
financing

The collection, transmission, or provision of funds to support
terrorist activities or organizations.

Racial
discrimination

Unfair treatment towards someone on the basis of their skin
colour, racial or ethnic origins.

Annexation The incorporation of a territory outside a country’s domain into
the state’s sovereignty.

Crimean War A military conflict between Russia and France from 1853-1856
that was sparked by religious disputes and ended with
Russian defeat.



The Maidan
Revolution

A large-scale anti-government demonstration taking place in
Ukraine in 2014 in response to then-president Yanukovych’s
refusal to sign a political association and free trade agreement
with the European Union.

Buffer state An independent country located between two rivalrous
powers.

Crimean Tatars Crimean Tatars or Crimeans are a Turkic ethnic group, who are
indigenous people of Crimea and formed in the Crimean
Peninsula during the 13th–17th centuries, primarily from
Cumans that appeared in Crimea in the 10th century, with
strong contributions from all the peoples who ever inhabited
Crimea.

Mejlis The highest executive-representative body of the Crimean
Tatars in the period between sessions of the Qurultay of the
Crimean Tatar People. The Mejlis is a member institution of
the Platform of European Memory and Conscience.

Donbas A small region located in Eastern Ukraine adjoining the
Russian border.

Shelling The act of bombing a place with artillery shells.

Background Information

Annexation of Crimea
In 1954, to celebrate the union of Ukraine to the Soviet Union, Crimea was gifted to
Ukraine by the Secretary General of the Soviet Communist Party Nikita Khrushchev.
With Crimea’s population being predominantly Russian and the peninsula serving
strategic advantage, Russia desired to regain Crimea in order to gain direct access to
the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. Following the Maidan Revolution in 2014, a
violent protest and attempt to overthrow the government that culminated in the
ousting of elected president Victor, Russia illegally annexed Crimea. Crimea held a
referendum, with over 90% of the population voting to secede Ukraine and join
Russia. This resulted in a series of agreements to officially incorporate Crimea into
Russia.

Terrorism Financing in Crimea
Since Russian invasion of Crimea, a series of alleged Russian-funded terrorist attacks
have been carried out in Crimea.. On 17 July 2014, the Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was
shot down in eastern Ukraine, resulting in 298 casualties. Investigators concluded



that the missile was launched over a Russian base controlled by pro-Russian militia,
but the incriminating video footage was removed by Russian state-controlled media.
In 2015, rocket attacks were launched by separatists in Mariupol, leading to the death
of over 30 locals. A month later, shelled attacks took place in Volnovakha and
Kramatorsk during a movement for the Revolution’s of Dignity Anniversary. The US
condemns Russia for aiding the rebels by supplying them with weaponry prior to the
terrorist attack. Last year, two Ukrainian soldiers were killed by the Donbas
militia,allegedly sponsored by the Russian government.

Article 2 (1) (b) of the ICSFT states that the act of terrorism prohibited by this
Convention encompasses: “Any other act intended to cause death or serious bodily
injury to a civilian, or to any other person not taking an active part in the hostilities in
a situation of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context,
is to intimidate a population, or to compel a government or an international
organization to do or to abstain from doing any act”. Ukraine has repeatedly accused
Russia of sponsoring terrorism and intentionally attacking Ukrainian forces. However,
Russia has never acknolwedged its involvement with the terrorist acts in Crimea. The
rising hostility between Russia and Ukraine has provoked Russia to amass a large
number of troops at the Ukrainian border, sparking fear over potential Russian
invasion into Crimea.

Discrimination in Crimea
Since Russia seized control of Crimea, the local Tartar community has expressed
strong discontent towards the Kremlin takeover. This led Russia to launch a
campaign of discrimination to suppress the opposition. The Russian occupation
authorities have been accused of mistreating, abusing, and detaining Crimean
Tatars, resulting in at least 1500 documented incidents of violence. According to
Human Rights Center ZMINA, there have been over 111 victims of politically
motivated persecution in Crimea, with over 84 of them being Crimean Tatars. Some
further accused Russia for fabricating cases and sabotaging court decisions. Many
have gone missing, with a member of the Executive Council of the World Congress of
Crimean Tatars disappearing without a trace since being arrested by Russian forces.

Articles 2 and 6 state all States members “are committed to engaging in no act or
practice of racial discrimination against persons, groups or institutions and to ensure
that all public authorities and public institutions, national and local, shall act in
conformity with this obligation”. Russia’s many discriminatory acts have incited
public condemnation from the US and other large countries, with specifically
Ukraine accusing Russia of violating such terms in the ICERD.



Status quo
Currently, the Russo-Ukrainian conflict continues to escalate. Many locals fear that
such tensions will incite more violence and worsen treatment towards the Ukrainian
community in Crimea. As such, it is vital to address the Russo-Ukrainian conflict to
prevent further worsening of the situation and threat towards global security..

Potential Clashes

Rights of the country VS International relations
Prioritising the protection of citizens’ interests and rights may come at the expense
of worsening international relations. In this case, the financing of terrorism for
military defence obliterates past treaties signed in the General Assembly. For
example, the Russian annexation of Crimea could be attributed to the overwhelming
majority of people in Crimea that were in favour of doing so. However, this violates
the international law that countries cannot acquire territory by invasion and force. It
is essential to address these issues as Russia actions do not only intensify
international relations but may also pose a threat towards international security
manifested in the form of military invasion and conflict if this clash is not resolved.

Interests of the people VS Interests of the government
The government has to strike a balance between implementing legislation and
signing treaties and ensuring people’s freedom of choice and opinion. In the
referendum, the Crimean people exercised their rights by voting to join Russia.
However, following the public opinion may lead to conflict with the Ukrainian
government who also desired Crimea for its Ukrainian population and strategic
advantage. A balance should be achieved between these two factors to fulfil the
interests of both the people and the government.

Historical possession VS Current situation
Historically, Crimea initially belonged to Russia but was then transferred to Ukrainian
ownership as a gift after the Ukrainian Revolution. This raises the question of
whether Russia has the right to annex Crimea as an attempt to regain her lost land.
Advocates and judges should weigh the two based on Crimea’s historical
significance and the severity of the current Crimean crisis, and evaluate the priorities
of Russia and Ukraine.



Key Stakeholders

Stakeholder Involvement with the Issue

Ukraine Applicant of the case; accused Russia of funding terrorist
activities in Crimea, as well as targeting and mistreating the
Crimean Tartars

Russia Respondent of the case; denies all accusations made by
Ukraine, claiming that all of her actions were taken in
consideration of public interest

Past Actions
With Ukraine accusing Russia of seizing Crimea by military force and encouraging
culture erasure of the Tartars, Ukraine filed institutional proceedings against Russia
for violating the ICSFT and ICERD. The requests are as follows:

● To adjudge and declare that the Russian Federation has violated its
obligations under the Terrorism Financing Convention, such as by supplying
funds and training illegal armed groups

● To adjudge and declare that the Russian Federation bears international
responsibility, by virtue of its sponsorship of terrorism and failure to prevent
the financing of terrorism under the Convention, for the acts of terrorism
committed by its proxies in Ukraine

● To order the Russian Federation to comply with its obligations under the
Terrorism Financing Convention

● To adjudge and declare that the Russian Federation has violated its
obligations under the CERD.

On the same day, Ukraine requested the court to indicate the following provisional
measures:

● With regard to the situation in Crimea, the Russian Federation must, in
accordance with its obligations under the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

○ Refrain from maintaining or imposing limitations on the ability of the
Crimean Tatar community to conserve its representative institutions,
including the Mejlis;

○ Ensure the availability of education in the Ukrainian language;
● Both Parties shall refrain from any action which might aggravate or extend the

dispute before the Court or make it more difficult to resolve.



Guiding Questions
Questions for the advocates of Ukraine

1. Which terms from the ICSFT and ICERD did Russia violate?
2. What evidence is there to prove Russia’s involvement in terrorism financing?

Questions for the advocates of Russia
1. Why does Russia need Crimea?
2. Why is the Russian invasion of Crimea justified?
3. What has Russia done to combat terrorism and discrimination?
4. How do the motives behind Russia’s acts justify the outcome?

Questions for the judges
1. Has Russia justified the acts they have committed and why those are not

violations of the United Nations Conventions?
2. Has Ukraine provided enough evidence for how/why Russia violated the

United Nations Conventions?
3. Do the motives of Russia justify their acts?
4. Why did Russia get involved with the Ukrainian civilization and the Ukrainian

military, to begin with?
5. Did Russia have the obligation to take measures in the prevention of alleged

terrorism financing under the ICFST?
6. Did Russia breach her obligations under the ICERD through the alleged

discriminatory measures against the Crimean Tartars?
7. Do Ukraine’s accusations towards Russia and the treaty terms allegedly

violated lie under the ICJ’s jurisdiction?
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