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Chair Introduction

On behalf of the secretariat and ourselves, we would like to welcome all delegates to
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at RENMUN VIII. Your head chair is
Valerie Choi, a year 11 at Diocesan Girls’ School and your deputy chair is Alvin Hui, a
year 12 at German Swiss International School. We are more than excited to be your
chairs for UNODC.

Established in 1997, The UNODC’s primary mission is to make the world “safer from
drugs, crime, corruption, and terrorism.” It establishes guidelines on crime-, drug-,
terrorism-, and corruption-related areas and aids governments around the world in
the implementation of related conventions. Among the 5 normative areas of activity
of the UNODC, this conference will mainly focus on the world drug problem and
criminal justice. Delegates should strive to devise solutions that effectively respond
to drug trafficking as well as discuss methods to strengthen the prevention of
violence against children.

While we would like the conference to be as stress-free as possible, we still expect
delegates to be well-prepared. The two chair reports can serve as a guideline, but
delegates are encouraged to conduct their own research in order to gain a deeper
understanding of the issue. When discussing the issues at hand, we urge delegates
to participate actively, yet also be diplomatic and respectful of others’ opinions for
constructive discourse to take place.

Whether you are experienced at MUN or have just started your MUN journey, we
wish to facilitate engaging debates during the course of the two days. We truly hope
that delegates will not only enjoy fruitful discussions but form lasting bonds with
fellow delegates at RENMUN VIII.

Should you have any queries, feel free to contact either one of your chairs. We look
forward to seeing you all in March!

Yours truly,
Valerie Choi (s191048@student.dgs.edu.hk)

Alvin Hui (206849@learning.gsis.edu.hk)

mailto:s191048@student.dgs.edu.hk
mailto:206849@learning.gsis.edu.hk


Ending violence against children in the criminal justice
system

One of the five main goals of UNODC is crime prevention and criminal justice reform.
Within this scope, children are one of the most vulnerable actors. Lacking both the
emotional maturity and legal awareness required in every process of the criminal
justice system, this opens children to varying degrees of physical and emotional
abuse that they are unable to consent to.

The participation of children in the criminal justice system can be broadly
summarized in three areas: child offenders, child witnesses and child victims –
violence often occurs in all three areas. In the case of child victims and child
witnesses, participation in the system may cause unnecessary trauma, causing them
to be revictimized. In the case of child offenders, violence is often inflicted on them
by law enforcement officials as well as other offenders.

There are two main approaches to improving juvenile justice: the prevention of
children from being in contact with the criminal justice system through effective and
comprehensive crime-prevention policies and the reform of legal frameworks in
order for the human rights of children to be upheld during the legal process.
Delegates are encouraged to balance both approaches in order to end violence
against children in the criminal justice system.

Key Terms

Term Definition

Status offenses Actions only considered illegal when committed
by non-adults but not illegal when committed
by adults (eg. purchase of alcohol in most
countries)

Delinquency Criminal actions carried out by a non-adult.
Unlike status offenses, delinquent offenses are
also classified as criminal offenses when carried
out by adults. (eg. theft, assault etc.)

Juvenile justice Laws and policies targeted at non-adult
offenders, who go through a separate court
system. In general, juvenile justice punishments



tend to be less severe when compared to
punishments for adults who have committed
the same crime.

Detention centers Facilities that serve as “prison” for non-adult
offenders where they are detained for a period
of time depending on sentencing. This may also
be where non-adults stay while awaiting trial or
placement in a long-term care program.

Judicial corporal punishment Physical punishments intended to cause pain to
the receiver. It commonly takes the form of
caning or whipping of convicts by law
enforcement officers.

Capital punishment The killing of individuals as a punishment for
crime.

Age of criminal responsibility
(ACR)

The age below which a child cannot be held
criminally liable for their actions. This means
they cannot be legally prosecuted or punished
for an offense.

Rehabilitation The process of re-educating criminals with the
aims of preventing recidivism. It commonly
includes psychological therapeutic approaches
and training of convicts.

Deterrence The prevention of crime by creating fear or
doubt through harsh consequences of crime.

Cross-examination The interrogation of a witness by an opposing
party during a criminal trial commonly with
aims of discrediting the witness or exposing the
weakness of the testimony

Recidivism The action of re-committing a crime

Non-custodial sentence An alternative to a prison sentence



Background Information (child offenders)

Every year, millions of children enter the criminal justice system as non-adult
offenders to go through flawed processes that most report as traumatizing and
scarring.

The causes of youth crimes are complex and context-sensitive, however, it is
commonly attributed to factors such as discrimination, financial hardships, lack of
opportunities, familial issues, or a combination of any of the aforementioned factors.
Such circumstances harbor desperation and hopelessness in youth, which may
manifest in violent or illegal manners. Notably, young people who face social
exclusion tend to be peer-pressured into street and gang activity, involving
themselves in illicit trade such as drug trafficking.

A large portion of violence against non-adult offenders occurs in juvenile detention
centers. Among all non-adult offenders, UNICEF estimates that more than one
million of them are behind bars, with their freedoms stripped away from them.
These children may be subjected to inhumane treatment in unsanitary and crowded
facilities, with limited access to basic needs such as healthcare and education. In
particular, due to a shortage of juvenile detention facilities, older children may be
placed in adult prisons, making them more prone to abuse and violence. In some
countries, it is also acceptable for children to be in solitary confinement, which is
extremely detrimental to the mental health of young children as they are deprived of
normal human interaction necessary for proper emotional development.

Sexual abuse has also been a prominent problem in all juvenile detention centers for
both boys and girls, perpetuated by peers as well as staff members. Children are
confined to closed spaces with limited outside support and face intimidation by their
abusers, making them more susceptible to sexual harassment. This is further
exacerbated by the fact that children lack the emotional maturity to differentiate
between coercion and consent, allowing them to be exploited by fellow inmates and
adult staff.

Not only are these conditions a breach of the fundamental rights of children, but
such encounters with the criminal justice system at a young age are also likely to
lead to future problems. Poor experiences only increase the bitterness of children
toward the state, cumulated by a lack of rehabilitation and distrust in the system, all
of which increase the recidivism rate of juvenile offenders.

Potential Clashes

Age of criminal responsibility (ACR)



The age of criminal responsibility prevents children from being held criminally liable
for their actions. A high ACR means that less children are prosecuted and potentially
sent to juvenile detention centers at a young age.

The basis of an “age of responsibility” is the rationale that children are incapable of
committing a crime before a certain age because they cannot understand what they
did was wrong. However, the ACR is vastly different depending on the country. For
most European countries, it is around 10-15 years of age. However, in countries such
as India and the US state of Florida, children as young as the age of 7 can be arrested
and prosecuted.

The UN has always encouraged the raising of the ACR to prevent vulnerable children
from coming into contact with the criminal justice system at an early age. Such
problems are most significantly reflected in the United States, where children
younger than 10 have been seen arrested for behavioral issues or petty offenses that
do not have to involve law enforcement. While most of these cases are not tried or
punished, the experience of being arrested and detained is emotionally scarring for
the children involved.

However, there have also been calls for lowering the ACR in some countries to
combat juvenile delinquency. The ACR of the Philippines is currently 15, but the
country is seeking to lower it to 12. Similarly, China has lowered the ACR from 14 to 12
for severe crimes such as murder as a result of multiple instances of violent crimes
committed by juveniles. These countries argue that lowering the ACR can prevent
the abuse of juvenile status as an excuse for crime.

Should there be an international Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility? If so,
what age should it be set at?

Judicial corporal and capital punishments
Corporal punishments, including caning, flogging, and whipping, have been
outlawed in most legal systems of the world. However, some island nations and
Muslim-majority countries have retained the practices for offenders both above and
under legal age. Supporters of judicial corporal punishments for juveniles argue that
it is a good way for child offenders to understand the consequences of their actions
and repent. However, opponents argue that it is inhumane and corporal punishment
should not be applied to vulnerable children.

Should corporal and capital punishment for children be condemned by the
international community? What international standards can be set to protect
the human rights of juvenile offenders?



Rehabilitation vs deterrence
Proponents of rehabilitation argue that sentencing against children should be
lenient, criminal records before the age of 18 should be abolished and detention
should be minimized. This is because rehabilitation prioritizes the proper integration
of child offenders into society by minimizing the impact of crime on the child. With
long sentencing and a criminal record, this decreases the chances of post-detention
employment, which may force them to turn to crime once again and increase crime
rates in the long run.

However, proponents of deterrence argue that sentencing against children should
be harsher and that criminal records should remain. This is to prevent children from
committing crimes in areas of high juvenile delinquency rates by creating severe
consequences of crime. They have also criticized lenient sentencing as unfair to the
victims of crime.

How should the justice system balance the two aspects when devising juvenile
justice policies? When there is a trade-off involved, should rehabilitation or
deterrence be prioritized?

Background Information (child victims)

It is estimated that more than half of all children globally have experienced violence,
which commonly comes in the form of child abuse, physical assault, or sexual
violence. This causes especially long-lasting impacts for child victims as they are in
their formative years, possibly resulting in emotional trauma, development
impairment, and a tendency for negative coping mechanisms which affects their
future opportunities.

The justice system theoretically serves as protection for child victims and child
witnesses. However, many have reported that going through legal procedures has
ultimately prolonged their suffering instead of bringing them closure.

In most Western systems, child victims are called to court to give testimony. They are
involved in stressful processes, having to face their abusers, discuss traumatic events,
and take part in cross-examination processes, during which they will be interrogated
by defense attorneys who seek to invalidate their experience through harsh
questions and deliberate distortions of the story. Such proceedings are
anxiety-inducing for the average adult, but for children, this is compounded by the
fact that children are less able to communicate effectively with strangers in an
unfamiliar and tense environment like the courtroom. Throughout this process, the



emotional vulnerabilities of children are often left unaddressed, creating more
trauma in child victims and witnesses.

The problem can be boiled down to a few things:

Firstly, children have limited legal awareness. Children lack knowledge of basic court
proceedings and are unfamiliar with the legal jargon that is used during court
sessions. This exacerbates the anxiety and disempowerment they feel when being
involved with the legal system. They may also not know the full extent of their legal
rights, allowing them to be exploited during the process. Secondly, child victims may
not have sufficient access to legal resources. In most circumstances, the child may
not be able to contact a good lawyer or lack the financial resources for legal fees.
Lastly, professionals, including lawyers, police, and judges, are not trained to support
the needs of child victims and witnesses, leaving children to feel misunderstood and
helpless.

It is of utmost importance to protect child victims and witnesses from revictimization
during the legal process. Otherwise, they may refrain from reporting crime,
hindering the delivery of justice.

Potential Clashes

Report mechanism for the prevention of child victims
Victims of child sexual abuse and domestic abuse are often unable to independently
access the criminal justice system to uphold their rights. This may be because they
do not know they are being abused, do not have sufficient resources to access the
criminal justice system, or because they are afraid of being involved in the system.

In recent years, there have been calls for professionals to report suspected cases of
child abuse to the police. This means that those who come into frequent contact
with children in their occupations will be legally obligated to report suspected cases
of child abuse to authorities.

Theoretically, this mechanism allows potential victims to access the criminal justice
system in the early stages of abuse to prevent them from further harm, bridging the
gap between children and the system. However, implementing this as a blanket
policy fails to take into account the individual situation of child victims. Sometimes,
children are hurled into the system before they are ready, often facing their family’s
and peers’ reactions without sufficient emotional preparation. This increases the
helplessness and disempowerment of children. The trauma created as a byproduct



of legal processes is in itself a form of violence against children, which may be more
prominent than the actual abuse.

Are professionals obligated to report possible cases of child abuse? What
guidelines should the UNODC set for countries to handle potential child victims
to minimize their trauma?

Minimizing vs maximizing involvement of children in the criminal justice
system
The common argument against child involvement in the criminal justice system is
that it is trauma-inducing and too harsh for children. This comes with policies that
prevent children from testifying in court cases or replacing them with video
recordings. Moreover, under stressful conditions, children may be emotional and
there is a question of credibility in their testimonies. Legal professionals have been
able to exploit this to undermine the children or create false or exaggerated accounts
of the event.

However, there is an equally strong argument for increasing the involvement of child
victims in the criminal justice system. By distancing children from the courtroom,
victims may feel as if their views are not considered, or that they are unable to have a
say in the trial and sentencing process despite being personally impacted by the
case. Involving children in the legal process helps increase their sense of
empowerment and allows them to experience the feeling that justice has been
delivered. This helps with victim closure and allows them to better recover from their
negative experiences.

Should the UNODC encourage more or less involvement of child victims and
witnesses with the criminal justice system? What policies should be in place to
cater to the needs of child victims and witnesses?

Key Stakeholders

Stakeholder Involvement with the Issue

USA The problem of mass incarceration in the US
extends to children. While youth incarceration
rates have been declining in the US, it still
remains as one of the highest in the developed
world, at 114 per 100000. Violations of status
offenses or minor offenses may still result in



placement in restrictive facilities. The US also
sends a portion of juvenile offenders to adult
prison, where they face cases of assault and
violence by adult inmates. At the same time, the
US suffers from high juvenile recidivism rates.

The main issue with the United States is that
the protection of children in the criminal justice
system is applied inconsistently. Due to its
federal nature,  juvenile justice policy differs
from state to state. There is a lack of nationwide
standards that protects the rights of child
offenders and victims.

Fair access to the criminal justice system also
depends on racial division. Black and
indigenous youths are overrepresented in
juvenile detention facilities. They are also more
likely to be transferred from juvenile to adult
court.

Saudi Arabia Although juvenile justice systems exist in Saudi
Arabia for children aged between 7-15 years old,
it is still possible for them to be sentenced as
adults by the judge’s discretion.

In the case of Al-Howaiti, who was arrested
when he was only 14 years old and accused of
robbery and murder in 2017, he experienced a
flawed trial, allegations of torture in detention
centers and still face the death penalty after a
second trial. The UN has condemned this as
“arbitrary deprivation of life”.

Saudi Arabia has claimed to have halted all
juvenile executions. However, the state’s stance
on the issue has been ambiguous and
dismissive. Rights groups have found
inconsistent data suggesting that some death
sentences for juvenile offenders may still
remain.



One possibility is that juvenile executions may
still be used for crimes under the Islamic law.
This includes “hudud” crimes, including
terrorism, which carry a prescribed punishment
and “qisas”, which is “eye for an eye” retribution
for crimes such as murder. Both categories are
punishable by death and still apply to children.

DPRK DPRK has been using harsh punishment such
as forced labor on teenagers for a spectrum of
crime, including arbitrary political crimes. In
particular, the DPRK has continued the use of
juvenile executions, publicly executing 2
teenagers for the distribution of South Korean
movies in 2022.

At the same time, DPRK has supported a
different form of reconciliation for certain
offenders. In what seems to be a redemption
campaign of young offenders, DPRK has made
an appeal for young offenders to reconcile with
the socialist ideals through serving the state.

Germany The German model of juvenile justice has been
commonly referenced among policy-makers. It
is characterized by short prison sentences for
child offenders and encourages the use of
non-custodial alternatives for detention. It
prioritizes interaction between inmates and
adequate training and education to prepare the
children for the outside world. Germany also
enjoys a much lower youth recidivism rate when
compared to countries such as the US.

Possible Solutions

Alternatives to detention
Instead of using detention facilities for juvenile offenders, some countries have
developed new approaches for juvenile justice. These include fines, discharges, and
youth rehabilitation orders, which are requirements that the offender must comply



with, similar to community service orders. This may include unpaid work, supervision,
and enrollment in other treatment programs.

Another approach is the restorative justice model, where victims and offenders are
brought together to discuss how the offender can make up for the harm they have
caused. This includes mediation and conferencing and requires active dialogue and
participation of both victims and offenders.

Delegates may want to consider the feasibility of these alternatives and how it
impacts the norm of juvenile delinquency.

Special procedures for child victims and witnesses
When handling child victims and witnesses, it is suggested that formality can be
minimized in order to reduce the anxiety of children. This includes taking off wigs
and robes, changing seating arrangements and more accessible and comprehensive
language in courtrooms. Professionals can be trained to act as support for children
during court trials.

The UN has advised states to prevent children from being involved in
cross-examination. Instead, they are encouraged to use Closed Circuit Television
(CCTV) to testify in another room during the trial, or use screens to prevent eye
contact between the child victim and the observers.

Prevention of child abuse
The rights of children must be protected before they come into contact with the
criminal justice system. Proper prevention, protection, and reporting mechanisms
are needed to reduce the number of child abuse victims. This includes correcting the
norm of violence against children through eradicating harmful practices such as
corporal punishment of children in schools and at home.

Past Actions

The UNODC and other UN organs such as ECOSOC and UNICEF have continuously
updated policies regarding the protection of children in the legal system. Launched
in 2015, The Global Programme to End Violence against Children covers children in
contact with the criminal justice system. Currently, the UNODC focuses on the
following aspects:

Data collection
The UNODC collects data on the juvenile justice system globally. It issues reports on
juvenile crime and juvenile justice systems to gain a holistic view of the situation in



different countries and devise corresponding solutions. Furthermore, the UNODC
focuses on developing reliable and consistent standards and indicators for crime and
justice systems concerning violence against children to accurately assess possible
areas of improvement.

Training
The UNODC cooperates with states, organizations, and individuals to launch projects
that aim to equip professionals with relevant knowledge on the treatment of
children. These include the Training Programme on the Treatment of Child Victims
and Witnesses of Crime for Prosecutors and Judges, Training Programme on Child
Victims and Witnesses of Crime for Law Enforcement Officials, and other free online
courses for justice professionals on treating child offenders, victims, and witnesses.

Guiding Questions

Should children be detained? Should children receive a criminal record of their
crimes? Should there be an international maximum sentencing for juvenile crimes?

What are the international guidelines UNODC can set to protect children in the
criminal justice system?

How do we aid countries in the implementation of such guidelines?

Should such guidelines apply to countries with different cultural standards?
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