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Chair Introduction

Greetings Everyone,

It is our great pleasure to welcome all of you to RENMUN VIII. We are looking forward
to hearing the lively, interesting discussion that takes place over the weekend of
March 4-5th and we are privileged to be chairing the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

We believe that this guide should simply serve as a starting point for your
investigation. It should be used to comprehend the agenda's fundamental context,
and the analysis and connections between various elements will belong to all of you.
In light of the foregoing, kindly refrain from limiting your research to the areas
highlighted further and instead make sure you rationally infer and pursue topics
related to the issues mentioned—or even issues that are not—in this guide.

If you have any queries regarding the committee procedures or the information
mentioned in this guide, please feel free to contact us (email at doras2@rchk.edu.hk
or message at @sahilamyth).

We are looking forward to meeting you all at the conference where we'll be talking
about pressing problems and solutions of global concern.

Best Regards,

Sahil Dora and Adrien Poon

Renaissance College Model United Nations VIII, Hong Kong 2023

mailto:doras2@rchk.edu.hk


About the Committee

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, often referred to as NATO is a political and
military alliance of nations from North America and Europe. On April 4, 1949, it was
established as a counterbalance to Soviet troops that had been placed in central and
eastern Europe following World War II. It creates a special connection between these
two continents, allowing them to consult, work together
on defense and security projects, and coordinate
international crisis management activities. NATO’s
purpose is to guarantee the freedom and security of its
members through political and military means.

NATO is devoted to the principle that an attack on one or
more of its members constitutes an attack on all of them.
This is the "collective defense" principle, which is outlined
in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, which served as the
foundation for NATO.

A “NATO decision” is the expression of the collective will
of all 30 member countries since all decisions are taken by consensus. A decision
reached by consensus is an agreement reached by common consent. When a “NATO
decision” is announced, it is therefore the expression of the collective will of all the
sovereign states that are members of the Alliance. This principle of consensus is
applied at every committee level, which implies that all NATO decisions are collective
decisions made by its member countries. (NATO, n.d.) In order to ensure that its
structures, capabilities, and policies are in line with present and future challenges,
especially the collective defense of its members, NATO has always innovated and
adjusted itself.



Key Terms

Term Definition

Political NATO promotes democratic values and enables
members to consult and cooperate on defense
and security-related issues to solve problems,
build trust and, in the long run, prevent conflict.

Military NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of
disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the
military power to undertake crisis-management
operations. These are carried out under the
collective defense clause of NATO's founding
treaty - Article 5 of the Washington Treaty or
under a United Nations mandate, alone or in
cooperation with other countries and
international organizations.

NATO Membership At present, NATO has 30 members. In 1949,
there were 12 founding members of the Alliance:
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland,
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, the United Kingdom and the United
States.  Article 10 states that membership is
open to any “European State in a position to
further the principles of this Treaty and to
contribute to the security of the North Atlantic
area”. Any decision to invite a country to join the
Alliance is taken by the North Atlantic Council,
NATO’s principal political decision-making body,
on the basis of consensus among all Allies.

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49187.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49192.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_17120.htm


Background Information

Fall of the Soviet Union

The official dissolution of the Soviet Union occurred in December 1991. However, the
fall of the Soviet Union had been coming for a long time before 1991, with the fall of
the Berlin Wall starting in 1989 serving as the first warning sign. After dividing east
and west Berlin for more than 25 years, the Berlin Wall's official fall began in 1989.
Ronald Reagan, the president of the United States, delivered a speech in West Berlin
in 1987 while on a European tour. He is credited with saying "Mr. Gorbachev, open
this gate!" Due to the weather being favorable, this address was broadcast on radio
all the way to Moscow, where the Kremlin is located. Although the Berlin Wall's
demolition started in 1989, two years after Reagan's speech, it was not completely
taken down until 1994, which was three years after the Soviet Union was formally
overthrown. The first destruction signaled the start of the Soviet Union's total
downfall. When a coup attempt was made against Mikhail Gorbachev, the General
Secretary of the Soviet Union, in August 1991, it was clear that tensions within the
Kremlin were increasing against individuals who were high-ranking political leaders.
While General Secretary Gorbachev was on vacation in a Crimean resort, the coup
occurred. Four Gorbachev inner circle members participated in the coup. Gen.
Valentin Varennikov, Valery Boldin, Oleg Baklanov, and Oleg Shenin were the
individuals in charge of the coup. The four men demanded that Gorbachev use his
emergency powers to transfer Gennady Yanayev to the position of second in
command after cutting off outside communication to Gorbachev's home. Within the
Kremlin, fellow cabinet members overwhelmingly supported the coup. False radio
bulletins were broadcast throughout the Soviet Union, alerting people that
Gorbachev was ill and unable to carry out his political duties due to a medical
emergency. Although the revolution finally failed, the reaction of the Soviet
Republics within the Soviet Union led to the defeat and demise of the Soviet Union
in 1991 as one after another, those who were members of the coup failed and left the
Soviet Union. The Soviet Union's members democratically decided to break apart
one after another starting in 1991, leaving just Russia as a member.

Ukraine's Independence

In the young nation's history, Ukraine has risen from the ashes of the Soviet Union.
Since the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine has celebrated 30 years of
independence from the control of the Soviet puppet government that was
established throughout the duration of the Soviet Union. On August 24, Ukraine
commemorates its independence day in remembrance of the resoundingly
successful vote by the Ukrainian Parliament to leave the Soviet Union, with 92% of
the vote. Although Ukraine has remained mostly uninvolved in the political
landscape of Europe, recent Russian Federation gains have compelled the neutral
nation to ask for permission to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
Under joining NATO, western nations like the United States, the United Kingdom,
and France would be obligated by a treaty to provide military assistance to the



former Soviet nation in the event of a war or armed conflict. Since Ukraine's first
attempt to join NATO in 1992, when the Ukrainian leadership pushed for
membership, tensions between the two countries increased due to their shared
border. Following President George W. Bush's support for Ukraine's accession to
NATO, Ukraine asked for a membership action plan in 2008. After Russia expressed
its disapproval of Ukraine's invitation to NATO in 2008, France and Germany
ultimately decided not to support Ukraine's membership in the alliance. As a result,
Ukraine was ultimately refused admittance. Russia's adamant opposition to Ukraine's
admission to NATO is largely motivated by its concern over western competitors
being permitted to "open up shop" in a nation that borders it. This has led to a
response from western powers in recent times to station NATO troops along the
border of Poland to protect the border of the closest neighboring NATO member
state.

Russian Military Aggression

The primary factors that influenced the current military campaign appear to be the
following.

President Vladimir Putin intends to consolidate the opportunity he gained through
the revision of the Russian Constitution to remain in power for an extended period, if
not indefinitely. He will have to run for office in 2024, even though it is highly
doubtful that the election will follow democratic norms, unless he just declares
himself "President for Life"—a possibility that cannot be ruled out, especially if there
is a prolonged state of emergency. President Putin will need to pay considerable
attention to the internal political environment starting in mid-2023 rather than
concentrating on international events. The NATO countries' initiatives for military
modernization and reform will gradually improve Western capability.

New guidelines may also release NATO from past promises to Russia on the
stationing of nuclear weapons made in the past. The military staff at NATO will have
more freedom in how they present their recommendations to the political
decision-makers who ultimately make the decisions. After 15 years of extensive
reform and modernization, Russia's military capability has likely reached a plateau.
Russia's military spending appears to have steadied at roughly 4% of gross domestic
product and 11% of overall government spending after a protracted period of real
growth—both relatively high numbers in terms of worldwide comparisons. The
impact of severe economic sanctions will likely make it harder for Russia to step up
its military endeavor over time Therefore, this is the moment of maximum military
opportunity for Russia to have any impact on NATO plans.

President Putin has made it clear that he sees Russia, Belarus and Ukraine as
essential elements of Russian power going forward. The domestic reaction to the
election of President Alexander Lukashenko was declared neither free nor fair,
creating a serious internal crisis.



Potential Clashes

NATO Membership of Ukraine & NATO’s support to EU Members

Ukraine is not a member state of NATO. However, it is a partner country i.e it
cooperates closely with NATO but is not covered by the security guarantee in the
Alliance’s founding country. The Western Bloc is opposed to the ongoing war in
Ukraine and is mostly composed of NATO countries. NATO is worried about Russia
moving farther past Ukraine into the NATO member state of Poland owing to the
structure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the requirement for those
who are members to fight a war against any one country that may launch an attack
on a member state. The war has also served as a wake-up call for the various
Member States to invest more money in their defense capacities supported, among
other things, by EU-level initiatives and incentives. The invasion sparked the most
forceful push for increased collaboration on European defense in decades. NATO has
greatly increased its military presence on its eastern flank and begun a process of
reflection on its deterrence and defense measures in the wake of Russian aggression.
NATO remains the cornerstone of collective defense for its members (21 of the 27 EU
Member States). It will be up to the EU member states to capitalize on this
momentum along with support from NATO nations and forge a future for Europe
that is more secure.

Terminal of the Russian’s Aggression

Russian authorities likely perceived this as a time of Western weakness and disarray.
As the midterm Congressional elections approach, the polarization of domestic
politics in the United States coincides with a reconsideration of military action
abroad in the wake of the withdrawal from Afghanistan. Candidates running against
President Emmanuel Macron in the French presidential election have questioned
the benefits of the transatlantic alliance to France. With a new political landscape in
power, Germany is still learning how to run its government. The consequences of
Brexit are still under investigation by the European Union.The question at hand is the
longevity of the russian’s aggression. Only about half of Russia's 300,000 mobilized
troops are in the fighting zone till now. And with internal clashes between the NATO
members, Russia's future steps remain in the spotlight.

Russia’s Spring Offensive Strategy

In the past, any nation that attacked in eurasian steppes eventually had to spend
their winters there. Napoleon, Hitler, and Stalin all had to keep their armies moving in
the face of a steppes winter, and now Vladimir Putin is digging his men in for the
winter in anticipation of a new Russian offensive in the spring as his invasion is



marching backward on the ground. Both parties need a break, however the Ukraine
are more prepared and advantaged to press on, thus we may anticipate them to do
so, at least in the Donbas. At Kreminna and Svatove, they are very close to achieving a
substantial breakthrough that would drive Russian forces back 40 kilometers to the
next natural defensive line, not far from where their invasion actually started in
February. When the payoff is so great up front, Kyiv won't want to quit. However,
following Kherson's comeback, Ukrainian offensives in the south-west might halt. To
impose pressure on Russia's flimsy rail and road connections into Crimea, one could
find it too difficult to cross to the east bank of the Dnipro River. However, it is
impossible to completely rule out the chance that Kiev could launch an
unannounced new attack.

Key Stakeholders

Russia and Ukraine have been prominently mentioned in the report thus far as the
two main parties involved in the issue. However, there are still other parties that have
a significant impact on the situation, including:

Stakeholder Involvement with the Issue

European Member States The invasion gave rise to the strongest call for
greater defense cooperation in Europe in years.
In the wake of Russian aggression, NATO has
significantly strengthened its military presence
on its eastern flank and started a process of
reflection on its deterrence and defense
measures. The conflict has also acted as a
reminder for the individual Member States to
increase their defense spending, supported,
among other things, by EU-level initiatives and
incentives. The invasion gave rise to the
strongest call for greater defense cooperation in
Europe in years. In the wake of Russian
aggression, NATO has significantly
strengthened its military presence on its
eastern flank and started a process of reflection
on its deterrence and defense measures. The
cornerstone of its members' collective defense
continues to be NATO (21 of the 27 EU Member



States). It will be up to the EU member states to
seize this momentum and the backing of NATO
countries in order to create a more secure
future for Europe.

United States of America In brief, according to one argument, the United
States cannot permit Russian aggression in
Ukraine because it will only inspire further
expansionism and growing threats against it. It
takes one of two forms. The condensed version
contends that Russia alone poses the threat of
future aggression; that is, if Moscow is allowed
to continue its actions in Ukraine, it will only
increase its ambitions, put pressure on NATO
partners, and ultimately pose a threat to
European security as a whole. The wide
interpretation connects the Ukraine War not to
Russia specifically but to possible territorial
expansion by other parties, including China. In
March, President Joe Biden wrote that "If Russia
does not pay a heavy price for its actions, it will
send a message to other would-be aggressors
that they too can seize territory and subjugate
other countries”"; elsewhere, he claims that
"Throughout our history, we’ve learned that
when dictators do not pay the price for their
aggression, they cause more chaos and engage
in more aggression."

Belarus The gradual acceleration of the Union State's
consolidation with Belarus and the actual
reduction of Belarus's sovereignty paved the
stage for the use of territory in the ongoing
military action. Belarus will need to complete
the actions Lukashenko proposed in an effort to
persuade the populace of political reform, but it
is uncertain how the people would respond to a
process lacking democratic credibility. President
Putin recognised this as the perfect opportunity
to increase his political sway over Belarus, and
he seized it.

People’s Republic of China At this moment, it is difficult to determine



whether the conflict in Ukraine has hurt or
increased China's position in world affairs. It has
generated both opportunities and threats,
which Beijing is still attempting to properly
assess and manage. Political and ideological
polarization in Southeast and South Asia is
growing, the war complicates China's
relationship with Russia, and the Western
economic sanctions implemented in response
to the war have made it difficult for Beijing to
carry out the Belt and Road Initiative as the
sanctions and relations with Russia have
become more severe. These are just a few of the
risks. Additionally, the NATO alliance has
become stronger as a result of the conflict in
Ukraine, which China views as advancing
American geopolitical objectives. NATO is not
seen as a defensive alliance but rather as a tool
of American expansionism in both Moscow and
Beijing. On the other hand, the war has
provided China with some significant
opportunities. Moscow may become China's
"junior partner" and move closer to Beijing if
Russia is weaker, which is exactly how China has
seen the relationship throughout time. In
addition, the war has brought about
sometimes-unprecedented political, economic,
and financial responses from Europe and the
United States.

Possible Solutions

Ukraine wins back it’s Land

In the annals of modern warfare, the military and nation of Ukraine have never
shown such motivation, tenacity, and bravery. Additionally, the West has finally
matured to see the gravity of the historical challenge it faces after years of appeasing
a Russian despot. The finest example of this comes from a recent statement made by
Jens Stoltenberg, the general secretary of NATO. "The price we pay is in money. While
the price the Ukrainians pay is in blood. If authoritarian regimes see that force is
rewarded we will all pay a much higher price. And the world will become a more
dangerous world for all of us." The pace at which NATO can provide a new,



game-changing package of military assault weaponry will determine exactly when
Ukraine will win (tanks, planes, long-ranged missiles). The winning nations—Ukraine,
the UK, and the USA—will design a new system of global security.

Russian Victory

The main determining element for 2023 will be the results of Russia's spring
offensive. Putin stated that of the recently mobilized troops, about 50,000 have
already reached the front lines while the other 250,000 are training for the following
year. Putin has made it clear that he won't give up. If the Russians triumph, it might
mark the beginning of a new world order in which the West is inferior

A territory of International Conflict

The winter will be challenging because Russian attacks on Ukrainian infrastructure
will attempt to undermine the willpower and morale of a populace that has already
been severely damaged. But the Ukrainian people have shown extraordinary
resiliency. The conflict will linger. The likelihood of negotiation is slim. The
fundamental demands of at least one party must shift for a prospective peace
agreement. There is no proof that this has already occurred or that it will do so soon.

Past Actions

2014 In February, protesters in Ukraine
overthrew President Viktor Yanukovych.
He has been supportive of Russia's
objectives. More than 100 people were
killed during the revolution in protests
that were centered on the Maidan, or
main square, in the Ukrainian capital of
Kiev.

2015 The Minsk Accords are a set of cease-fire
agreements signed by Russia, Ukraine,
France, and Germany. Although, this
accord is seen as vague by many.

2019 A former comedian, Volodymyr
Zelensky, is elected by a large majority
as president of Ukraine on a promise to



make peace with Russia and restore
Donbas to the country.

2021-2022 Vladimir V. Putin, the president of
Russia, wants to stop Ukraine from
moving closer to the US and its allies. In
order to meet Mr. Putin's demand for
"security guarantees," NATO must
pledge that Ukraine will never join the
organization and that it will withdraw its
soldiers from countries that joined after
1997. Given the strong cultural ties
between Russia and Ukraine, many
Russians consider Kyiv to be the cradle
of their country.

Questions to Consider

Q. How much has Russia's aggressiveness against Ukraine reoriented European
security priorities toward a more traditional framework emphasizing military risks? If
so, what compromises are there?

Q. What additional insights has the conflict provided about the security ramifications
of other policy sectors, such as energy and migration?

Q. To what extent will existing defense institutions, particularly NATO, refocus on
their basic missions of deterrence and defense? What room remains for greater
"holistic" security concerns?

Q. How will NATO be able to prevent the Russian Federation from invading any of its
member countries in Europe in the future?

Q. Are there any threats to the multi polarization of the world order against the
United States from Russian military aggression?

Credible Sources of Proof

1. News Resources

● Reuters



Any Reuters’ article which unambiguously makes mention of the fact stated or is in
contradiction of the fact being stated by another delegate in council can be used to
substantiate arguments in the committee. (https://in.reuters.com/news/world)

● State-operated News Agencies
These reports can be used in support of or against the state that owns the News
Agency. They, however, can be denied by any other country in the council.

2. Government Reports

Government reports can be used in a similar way as the State-operated news
agencies reports and can, in all circumstances be denied by another country.
However, a government report being denied by a certain country can still be
accepted by the chairs/executive board as credible information.

3. NATO Reports

All NATO Reports are credible information or evidence. NATO reports supersede any
other report mentioned in the committee. They may be taken from the official NATO
Website (https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/index.html) , NATO Library and/or NATO
Publications.  (https://natolibguides.info/mobile/149?p=1458)

4. UN Reports

All UN Reports can be presented in the committee to provide support or
contradiction to a fact being stated. They may be taken from :

● UN Bodies
UNSC (https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/resolutions-0) ,
UNGA (https://www.un.org/en/ga/documents/index.shtml) ,
ECOSOC (https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents) ,
ICJ (https://www.icj-cij.org/en/basic-documents) ,
Secretariat (https://www.un.org/en/about-us/secretariat)

● UN Affiliated Bodies
International Atomic Energy Agency (https://www.iaea.org/) ,
World Bank (https://www.worldbank.org/en/home) ,
International Monetary Fund ,
International Committee of Red Cross (https://www.icrc.org/en)

● UN Subsidiary Bodies
Peacebuilding Commision (https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/commission) ,
International Law Commission (https://legal.un.org/ilc/)

NOTE: Under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia
(http://www.wikipedia.org/), Human Rights Watch (http:// www.hrw.org/)or
newspapers like the Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/) etc. be accepted as
proof/evidence. But they can be used for better understanding of any issue or even

https://in.reuters.com/news/world
https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/index.html
https://natolibguides.info/mobile/149?p=1458
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/resolutions-0
https://www.un.org/en/ga/documents/index.shtml
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/basic-documents
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/secretariat
https://www.iaea.org/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://www.icrc.org/en
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/commission
https://legal.un.org/ilc/


be brought up in debate if the information given in such sources is in line with the
beliefs of a state.
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